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A chairde, 

I hope everyone in safe and well, and not unduly anxious as the summer ends. As we prepare 

to return to school after what has been a very strange period in all our lives, I have a number 

of matters to bring to your attention.  

Covid-19 precautions 

Over the past number of weeks a lot of work has gone into risk assessments, ordering 

cleaning and sanitation materials and making physical adjustments to the layout of 

classrooms etc., in line with the Department of Education guidelines for re-opening schools.   

The full response plan, ratified by the Board of Management last night,  runs to over 50 

pages, and so for clarity I have attached a synopsis of the information most relevant to 

parents. 

The synopsis outlines the precautions we have taken under a number of headings. As 

communicated to you last week, each child from 1st class up is asked to have their own 

individual hand sanitiser and tissues, along with what the school is providing. If your child is 

allergic to alcohol based sanitiser, please inform me immediately.  

The Parents’ Association have agreed to oversee the supervision of the GAA car-park at 

collection time, and as always, we are very grateful for their support. Particular thanks to 

Noeleen Dempsey and Sinead McEvoy. To help avoid congregation at collection time, there 

will be a slight staggering of leaving times, with 5th/6th leaving at 2.47pm, 3rd/4th at 2.50pm 

and 1st/2nd at 2.53pm.  

This is an anxious time for us all, so if you have any queries or concerns please don’t hesitate 

to contact me/ the class teacher and we will try to help if we can. 

Congratulations and welcome 

In the midst of difficult times, it is wonderful to have good news, and so we are delighted to 

congratulate Orlagh Connor and her husband Darragh Minnock, on the safe arrival of 

Clodagh Ellen at the beginning of the holiday period.  

We welcome Andrea Quinn to the school staff for the duration of Orlagh Connor’s maternity 

leave. We also welcome Ann Darby as school cleaner.  She and John Corcoran will work to 

ensure that our school is cleaned daily in line with Covid 19 protocols.  

We are looking forward to welcoming our new Junior Infants to the school in the morning for 

a brief visit. We wish them well as they start their formal education in such memorable times.  
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School safety 

As you know, our school opening hours are 9.10am to 2.50pm (1.50pm for infants, 

temporary dismissal changes noted above) with supervision provided on the school grounds 

from 9.00am. The school takes no responsibility for pupils outside of the school grounds, or 

outside of these hours, regardless of whether staff are present in the school or not.  

We are very lucky to have the use of the GAA carpark for dropping/collecting children. 

Parents use this carpark at their own risk. Please note that children should walk directly 

between the car and the school gate, and should not be running around the GAA grounds 

unsupervised. This also applies to young children who are not yet in school.  

The children are asked to enter and exit the school grounds through the front or side gate, and 

not through the teachers’ carpark. Children who cycle to school are strongly advised to wear 

a helmet.  

We ask that everyone is mindful of social distancing at arrival and dismissal times. Now 

more than ever it is important that children move directly between the car and school gate, 

and do not congregate in groups.  

School attendance 

If a child misses more than twenty days in the school year, we are obliged to report this to the 

educational welfare section of Tusla. This year we expect the rate of absence to be higher 

than usual, as it is essential that children do not come to school if unwell. Adequately 

explained and reasonable absences are generally not of concern to Tusla, so please ensure 

your child has a note of explanation on their return to school. 

If a child arrives after 9.30am or is collected before closing time, they need to be signed 

in/out by a parent or caregiver. Sign-out books are available at the front door of the school. 

Please wait outside the door and a staff member will hand the book out to you.  

Uniform 

Pupils are expected to wear the full school uniform everyday, unless explicit permission 

otherwise is given. Please remember that tracksuit bottoms if worn need to be plain navy and 

likewise runners should be plain navy or black. As we go outside at break-times as much as 

possible, children need to have a suitable rainproof jacket and should have a change of 

trousers and footwear if they want to play on the grass when it is wet. We will be focussing 

on getting out three times daily if at all possible this term, to allow the school building to be 

ventilated, so this is more important than ever.  If there is a genuine reason why a child 

cannot wear the uniform on a given day please ensure they have a note of explanation. 

 

 



Book rental/Arts and crafts and photocopying /Insurance 

We endeavour to keep costs as low as possible for families. Book rental and 

arts/crafts/photocopying fees are due from September 1st. To avoid the need to handle money 

at this time,  we are asking parents to pay via credit transfer where at all possible. This avoids 

transaction fees for both us and you. Please see our bank details below, for the Clonbullogue 

NS account: 

BIC-BOFIIE2DXXX 

IBAN-IE26BOFI90172226509075 

 

Don’t forget to include your name in the reference box when setting the school up as a payee! 

 In cases of genuine financial hardship please do not hesitate to discuss it with myself or the 

class teacher.  

In the interests of keeping costs low, thanks to those who have downloaded the ‘TextaParent’ 

app as this greatly reduces the school’s costs when sending group texts. If you have not 

already done so, please consider visiting the App store/ Google play store and downloading 

it.  

Information regarding the optional pupil insurance will be sent home next week. A number of 

families benefitted from this cover last year, and it is highly recommended for all. 

School/class rules 

Please find our ‘Six snappy rules’ attached. Teachers will also have specific rules and 

routines for their own classes. We ask you to discuss these with your child/ren, bearing in 

mind that the purpose of the rules is to ensure that Clonbullogue NS is a happy, safe and 

supportive place for all pupils, parents and staff. We are dependent on parental support to 

help us implement these rules in a fair and caring way.  

You will appreciate that spitting or deliberately coughing on someone, never acceptable, is 

absolutely unacceptable at the present time, and constitutes a Gross Misdemeanour under the 

Code of Behaviour. A number of additional rules and routines in accordance with our Covid 

response plan will be explained to the children on Monday (e.g. where each class bubble is to 

play, hand sanitisation, maintaining physical distance in senior rooms etc) and they are 

expected to comply with these, and all school rules, without argument.   

Parent-teacher communication 

Parents are very welcome to discuss any concerns they may have with their child’s class 

teacher in a courteous and considerate manner. For practical reasons we ask you to contact 

the school to make an appointment if the conversation is likely to need time. Loretta will be 

in the office on Tuesday and Thursday, and we ask you to ring on those days if possible, as 

pupils are currently not permitted to use the school phone for hygiene reasons. Email offers a 



useful alternative way to make contact with the school. Please also visit our school website 

(www.stpatricksnsclonbullogue.ie) for useful information. 

The school email addresses of staff are as follows: 

Brigid/ Loretta: stpatricksnsclonbullogue@gmail.com  (Best for general enquiries – most 

regularly checked account) 

Áine: agriffinstpatricksclon@gmail.com 

Shauna: smcgarriglestpatricksclon@gmail.com 

Criona: creidstpatricksclon@gmail.com 

Laura: lfitzsimonsstpatricksclon@gmail.com 

Karen: kfarrellstpatricksclon@gmail.com 

Brigid: bbennettstpatricksclon@gmail.com 

Special Education Teachers 

We are extremely fortunate to have two full time Learning Support/Resource teaching posts 

available to us again this year. In order to maximise the benefits of the additional personnel 

for all our pupils, we are using these posts to provide smaller group tuition (especially for 

English and Maths) and for team-teaching, as well as for withdrawal for Learning 

Support/Resource. Your child will probably therefore be taught at some stage this year by our 

Special Education Team, even if they do not attend Learning Support or Resource. If you 

have any queries about this, please contact the class teacher. 

In light of the Covid-19 situation, team-teaching is likely to take place in a withdrawal 

context, in order to reduce the amount of people in classrooms at any one time.  As noted in 

the synopsis document, we aim to have consistency in the staff members working with each 

class, in so far as possible, and in the rooms the children are using.  

 

The staff and myself are very much looking forward to working with all of you during the 

coming year.  I really appreciate the patience and understanding you have all shown 

throughout the Covid closure and now re-opening process. Please God we will have a safe, 

happy and productive term, and be able to make the best of the unusual circumstances in 

which we find ourselves. As noted above, let us know if there’s anything we can help with, 

and we will do our best! 

Le gach dea-ghuí,  

Brigid Bennett  (Principal) 
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